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Tuesday, 10/11 Ra- 
diological Tech Club 
Meeting 8:00 AM - 9:00 
AM on the Lawrence 
Campus in the El-Hefni 
Building, LC-301 


_ It’s Never too Early 
to Think About Trans- 
fer! Lawrence (Oct. 12) 
From 11:00 - 2:00.In. 


Dimitry 


Title IX/YWCA Vir- 
tual Workshop Series 
(Oct. 12) All workshops 
begin at 12:30 P.M. and 
are approximately one 
hour. 


Hispanic _ Heritage 
Month Celebration 
Unidos: Inclusivity for 
a stronger nation (Oct. 
13) Lawrence Cam- 
pus on Thursday, 10/13 
from 4pm — 7pm in the 
Dimitry (L) Building. 


It’s Never too Early to 
Think About Transfer! 
Transfer Fair Haverhill 
(Oct. 18) From 11:00 
- 2:00 In Tech Center 


(TC) 


Vaccination Clin- 
ic (Oct. 19) Lawrence 
Campus in the Dimit- 
ry building from 10am 
- Ipm to administer 
Covid Vaccines, Boost- 
ers and Flu shots. 


Gpeding a need 


NECC community members explore the free food options at the Mobile Market on the 
Haverhill campus on Sept. 27. 


Mobile market fights food mscenis | 


By SaraH PEIRSON 
Correspondent 

Food insecurity within com- 
munity college systems has in- 
creased leaving roughly half of 
school populations to struggle 
with maintaining food pres- 
ence in their homes, according 
to Rutgers Graduate School of 
Education. 

Northern Essex Communi- 
ty College provides a program 
under the name “Mobile Mar- 
ket,” which is a farmers market 
for students, staff and faculty 
who are in need of healthier 
food options. 

The group members of this 
committee meet once a month 
to provide some relief to peo- 
ple who are struggling with 
food insecurity. 

Students and staff are able 
to access the exact date and 


Photo by Sarah Peirson 
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A sign advertises the mobile market on the Haverhill cam- 
pus on Sept. 27. 


Continued on page 4 


Oct 10 Columbus Day no 
Day’s and Evening classes 


Oct 14 Last Day to with- 
draw with a “W” for ses- 
sion I 


Oct 28 Assessment Day 
| (no day classes) 


SGA elections 


Up until 10/7 NECC stu- 
dents can cast 1 vote via. 


| 10/13 Election winner's 
| deadline to accept their 

position via NECC email. . 
Ee j 


Stephanie Haskell shas- 
kell@necc.mass.edu 
Suzanne Reyes 

sreyes1 @necc.mass.edu. 


Haverhill Campus 
100 Elliott St., Spurk Build- 
ing, Room 110C 


Lawrence Campus 
45 Franklin St. main lobby 


Call 978.556.3333 ey a 
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My last semester at NECC and future plans 


By Jose RODRIGUEZ 

Editor-in-Chief / Sports Editor 

Hello everyone my name is 
Jose Rodriguez, I am current- 
ly the Editor-in-Chief and the 
Sports Edior here in the college. 

This is also my last semester, 
as my time at NECC is coming 
to an end in a few months. 

I want to say that I had so 
many great memories in this 
short period of time. 

Meeting new people, new 
friends and also this is a safe 
environment for everyone. 

All of the teachers want you 
to do great in your school work. 

If you need help or you are 


stuck with something don’t be 
affraid to ask. 

Also we have tutoring ser- 
vices and all. different kinds of 
sources in the college to help 
you succed in life. 

When I had English Comp 1 
and 2, I usually go to the writ- 
ting center and they were help- 
ful and gracious enough to help 
me in creating a outline or a 
rough draft. 

I only had to take one math 
course during my time in NECC 
and it was Quantitative Reason- 
ing. The math tutors were there 
to help me to build on my math 
skills. 
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If it wasn’t for those tutors I 
still don’t know if I would’ve 
pass that course. Math is my 
weak subject but some how I 
managed to pull it off and pass 
with a C+. 

In the spring semester of 
2022 I took 6 clases and also 
I took a winter intersection 
course and I still managed to 
pass all of my credits and have 
a GPA over 3.0. 

Currently I have a 3.4 GPA 
and on top of that I cover sports 
for Northern Essex, interview- 
ing players and athletes before 
and after each game and writing 
a story about the game. 


& 


get | 


Sports is my passion. I eat, 
sleep, breath sports, we can be 
here all day. That’s why I chose 
my major ,Journalism and 
Communication with a concen- 
tration in Journalism. 

In the spring of 2023 I will 
be heading to Salem State Uni- 
versity to continue.on with my 
education career and earn a 
bachelor degree. 

I am still planing to get in- 
volved with the student news- 
paper to become a sports editor 
for the Salem State Log and 
they also have a radio station. 

My plan is to have an intense 
interview with athletes and 


coaches on the radio, also to 
have my own opinon about the 
sports that are coming up and 
the games that passed recently. 
My goal is to have a master’s 
degree in Journalism before I 
become a professional play by 
play baseball announcer and a 
sports talk show host. 
' I feel with the skills that I 
have developedat NECC and 
also being the PA announcer 
during home games for basket- 
ball and baseball and the skills 
that I am going to have at Salem 
State I am going to be prepared 
and I feel really blessed. 
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By Kim ZapPALA 
Opinion Editor 


Since Donald Trump left 
office in January 2021, he has 
been faced with a range of 
criminal and civil investiga- 
tions as officials probe every- 
thing from his alleged mishan- 
dling of classified documents 
to his involvement in the Jan. 
6 assault on our Nation’s Cap- 
ital. 

On Aug. 8, the FBI carried 
out an unprecedented lawful 
search warrant on the former 
President’s Mar-a-Lago beach 
front resort in Palm Springs 
Florida he calls home, to find 
classified documents believed 
to be taken by Trump from the 
White House when he left of- 
fice. 

On Aug. 26, the Justice 
Department released a highly 
redacted copy of the affidavit 
used to obtain the search war- 
rant. 

The affidavit states the fed- 
eral government has launched 
a criminal investigation into 
the “improper removal and 
storage of classified informa- 
tion in an unauthorized space, 
as well as the unlawful con- 
cealment or removal of re- 
cruitment records” according 
to Time Magazine. 

As stated in the affidavit the 
investigation began as a result 
of a tip from the U.S. National 
Archives and Records Admin- 
istration (NARA) in February 
informing the Justice Depart- 
ment that they had received 
15 boxes of records on Jan. 18 
from Trump’s office in Mar- 
a-Lago. The boxes that were 
reported by the NARA to con- 
tain “highly classified docu- 
ments” per the affidavit. 

The Justice Department 


Opinion 


| @neccobserver 
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Witch hunt or hoax? 
Will Donald Trump ever be held accountable for anything? 


The political persecution of Donald J. 


‘Trump has been going on for years....It’s political targeting at it’s 
highest level. 
- Donald Trump via Truth Social 


Sa a a 


opened a criminal investiga- 
tion to determine how such 
documents were removed 
from the White House and 
ended up in storage at Mara- 
a-Lago. 

The affidavit also stated that 
the Justice Department had 
“probable cause to believe” 
that additional classified doc- 
uments were still being stored 
at Mar-a-Lago. 

During the Aug. 8 search, 
the FBI removed 11 more 
sets of classified documents 
including some that were 
marked “Top Secret,” accord- 
ing to news reports. 

The Washington Post had 
reported that documents de- 
scribing a foreign govern- 
ment’s nuclear capability was 
found by federal officers as 
well as other documents de- 
tailing Top Secret U.S. opera- 
tions so “closely guarded that 
many senior national security 
officials are: kept in the dark 
about them.” 

More than 10,000 docu- 
ments without classifications 
markings were also recovered, 
according to unsealed docu- 
ments. 

Trump was issued a sub- 
poena back in June to return 
any other government docu- 
ments he was in possession of. 

Two of Trump’s cracker 
jack lawyers signed an affida- 
vit saying that there were no 


more government documents 
left at Mar-a-Lago, that they 
had all been returned to the 
NARA 

Trump attorney Alina Hab- 
ba went as far as to go on the 
Charlie Kirk show and said 
she personally “scoured” the 
former president’s Mara-a- 
Lago residence and personal 
office with explicit permission 
from Trump just days before 
the FBI raided the estate to 
recover more highly sensitive 
documents. 

Habba claimed to have 
searched “all desks, drawers, 
nightstands, dressers, closets, 
etc. 

This could potentially open 
up Habba to her own legal 
problems if she knowingly 
lied to government authorities. 

In July the Washington 
Post reported that the Justice 
Department had opened up 
a criminal investigation into 
Donald Trump for his actions 
surrounding the Jan. 6 riot. 

Authorities are probing into 
whether Trump violated the 
law in his alleged attempts 
to overturn the results of the 
2020 election by not only pres- 
suring former Vice President 
Mike Pence to send the votes 
back to the states he lost as 
well as an alleged effort made 
by Trump to submit an alter- 
nate slate of electors for the 
electoral college vote count to 


swing the election in his favor. 

According to The Washing- 
ton Post, federal prosecutors 
have questioned two top aides 
to former Vice President Pence 
before a grand jury and were 
asked questions about conver- 
sations with the former pres- 
ident and his legal counsel. 
On Sept. 13 the Justice De- 
partment issued over 30 more 
subpoenas to people within 
Trump’s orbit, including for- 
mer White House Council Pat 
Cipiloni, to appear in front of 
the grand jury, according to 
CNN 

A criminal investigation 
is also underway in Fulton 
County, Georgia, for another 
Trump alleged act to overturn 
the 2020 election. 

The now famous phone call 
that Trump made to Georgia’s 
Republican Secretary of State 
Brad Raffensberger on Jan. 2 
urging him to find “11,780” 
votes in his state to win it. One 
more vote than President Joe 
Biden had received. 

Trump did not see the phone 
call as corrupt. Trump took to 
his failing platform Truth So- 
cial to say that it was an ‘ab- 
solute perfect phone call to the 
Secretary of State.” 

A House Select Committee 
is also conducting an ongoing 
investigation into the former 
president’s involvement in the 
Jan. 6 riot separate from the 


This paper is your voice, too! 
We want to see what you have to say. 


You can reach us at: 


978-556-3027. 


~ observer@necc.mass.edu 


investigation by the DOJ. 

The bipartisan committee 
has conducted thousands of 
interviews from witnesses. 

The highly rated televised 
hearings have been able to 
paint a picture of what hap- 
pened leading up to and on 
Jan. 6 and who was involved 
in the process. 

Senator and committee 
member Adam Kinssinger (R- 
IL) stated that he believed the 
committee has uncovered that 
“various criminal acts” had 
been committed. 

When Kissinger was asked 
if he thinks the Jan 6 commit- 
tee will make a criminal refer- 
ral to the DOJ, he responded 
that “We need to finish our 
investigation before we start 
doing that.” 

These investigations all re- 
volve around his time as Pres- 
ident. These investigations do 
not include the legal trouble he 
is in in the State of New York. 

Trump has taken to Truth 
Social to state that’s “The po- 
litical persecution of President 
Donald J. Trump has been go- 
ing on for years, with the now 
fully debunked Russia, Rus- 
sia, Russia Scam, Impeach- 
ment Hoax #1, Impeachment 
Hoax # 2, and so much more, 
it just never ends . It’s political 
targeting at its highest level.” 
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NECC Trick-or-Treat and the roots of Samhain 


How spooky campus festivities evoke the traditional values of old Halloween 


By AIBHNE MARTINO 
News Editor 
In September, it was an- 
nounced on NECC’s website 
that the Office of Student Life 
and the SOAR team would be 
hosting a Campus Wide Trick- 
or-Treat on All Hallow’s Eve, 
which has sparked excitement 
among students. The event, 
hosted in both Haverhill and 
Lawrence, will include trick- 
or-treating throughout the 
campuses and offices as well 
as a virtual costume contest. 
Though it may not appear so 
at first, the festivities offered 
by Northern Essex Communi- 
ty College do resemble those 
that date back to the original 
traditions of Samhain. 
Samhain is a pagan Fes- 
tival that comes from the an- 
cient Celtic spiritual tradition. 
Today, it is commonly ob- 
served from Oct. 31 to Nov. 1 
to welcome in what celebrants 
called the “dark half of the 
year” and honor the time of 
harvest. The ancient Celts also 
believed that the barriers be- 
tween our physical world and 
the spirit world were the thin- 
nest during this time of year, 
which allowed for closer inter- 
action between ancestors and 
denizens of the Otherworld. 
Given this, Samhain has been 
considered a time for gath- 
ering and connection within 


A glimpse into the writing major option 


family and community. In its 
earliest days, Samhain con- 
sisted of celebrations of the 
Fire Festivals which included 
bonfires known as Samghna- 
gans as well as carved turnips 
called jack-o’-lanterns; these 
appeared in the Middle Ages 
and were attached by strings 
to sticks and filled with cold. 
Later on, with embedded 
Irish tradition, turnips were 
swapped out with pumpkins. 
Another tradition of this time 
was “dumb supper.” In this 
celebration, great feasts were 
consumed by celebrants, but 
only after inviting ancestors 
to join it; this gave families 
a chance to interact with the 
spirits of their late relatives 
until they departed the physi- 
cal world. The children of the 
families would play games to 
entertain the dead, and adults 
would give updates on the 
news of the past year. During 
the night, doors and windows 
were left open so that the dead 
could come in and eat the 
cakes that had been offered 
to them. These ancient tradi- 
tions eventually merged with 
our understanding of Hallow- 
een today, as 19th century 
Irish American immigrants 
brought their Traditions across 
the ocean. In fact, trick-or- 
treating was derived from old 
Scottish and Irish traditions 


off unfriendly spirits 


known as “mumming.” This 
tradition consisted of putting 
on costumes, going door-to- 
door, and singing songs to the 
Dead; homemade cakes were 
commonly given to those who 
participated. Samhain cele- 
brants who did not take part 
in mumming would dress up 
as animals and monsters to 
ward away fairies. The “trick” 
aspect also originated from 
Samhain practices, though, 
old celebration tricks were 
typically blamed on fairies at- 


Professor shares insights into the program 


By CAROLINA GONZALEZ 
Correspondent 

Northern Essex Communi- 
ty College provides students 
with the tools needed to suc- 
ceed, and the Liberal Arts 
Writing Option program gives 
students the opportunity to ex- 
pand their career while they 
are enhancing their skills. 

The Liberal Arts Writing 
Option major has been around 
for a long time. 

Northern Essex’s English 
department created the pro- 
gram so those who are inter- 
ested in enrolling have the 
freedom to explore both cre- 
ative and professional writing 
styles. 

When speaking with Pro- 


fessor Patricia Portanova, she 
said, “The purpose behind 
the writing program is to give 
students the foundation in cre- 
ative and professional writing 
skills so that they can take ori 
and use either in transferring 
to a four-year college program 
that focuses on creative writ- 
ing or to the workplace, being 
able to work as a writer.” 

Regardless of their career 
path, many who choose this 
route are sharpening their 
writing skills which are highly 
valued everywhere you go. 

Currently, there are 24 
students combined from the 
Haverhill and Lawrence cam- 
puses. 


Skills developed during 


Photo courtesy NECC 
Professor Patricia Porta- 
nova is the program coor- 
dinator of the Liberal Arts: 
writing Option major at 
NECC. 


and after the first two years 
at NECC varies depending on 
one’s intended career path. 
Students will learn how to 
pay attention to detail, devel- 


Photo by Karolina Grabowska on Pexel.com 
Jack-o-Lanterns were originally carved turnips stuffed with coal; these were used to ward 


tached to the Celtic folklore. 
When observing Samhain 


_.and other Oct. celebrations, 


such as Diwali and Dias de 
Los Muertos, the ideas of fam- 
ily, friends, and community 
shine bright. With the upcom- 
ing campus festivities, we are 
again drawing on the traditions 
of community and connection. 
This event not only reflects the 
original values of old Hallow- 
een, but also reminds us that 
it is not simply a commercial 
holiday primarily meant to 


oping character, description, 
and “flushing out a narrative” 
if they want to pursue a career 
that requires them to be cre- 
ative. 

When asked about the 
phrase, “flushing out a nar- 
rative,” Portanova explained 
that it meant to develop and 
tell a story. 

That is one of the most im- 
portant skills to have and it 
can be transferred to several 
settings. 

Benefits of being in the writ- 
ing option is that it is flexible. 
After completing the program, 
students can transfer to B.A. 
programs in English, Writing, 
Communications, and as well 
as other liberal arts majors. 


be enjoyed by children, but a 
time for all to gather, no mat- 
ter the age. It reminds us that 
this holiday is rooted deeply, 
and can be honored as such. 
The event tables will be lo- 
cated in the second-floor lob- 
by of the Student Center (SC) 
and the Dimitry (L) Building 
Atrium, respectively, on the 
Haverhill and Lawrence cam- 
puses. For more information, 
visit the “Events” page on the 
official NECC website (necc. 
mass.edu). 


Also, it prepares students 
for entry-level jobs. 

To name a few, jobs such as 
a technical writer, an English 
teacher, content editor, free- 
lance writer, and many more 
are available to individuals 
who are pursing the Liberal 
Arts Writing Option program. 

Experienced writers are in 
demand as the media contin- 
ues to bloom. Further, the pro- 
gram can be taken fully online 
so students can still enroll if 
they can not come in person. 

To learn more about .the 
Writing Option, visit https:// 
www.necc.mass.edu/learn/ 
credit-programs/communica- 
tion-arts/liberal-arts-writing/ 
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times of the market by 
going to the NECC homep- 
age, click events and scroll 
through the month they are 
looking for to find the Mobile 
Market’ tab. 

Once you click on the tab 
there is a summary with all 
of the information you might 
need. 

Natalie Wooldridge is a 
community resource assistant 


at Northern Essex Communi-— 


tyCollege and also manages 
the food pantry. 

She has participated in the 
‘Mobile Market’ program for 
just over a year, and urges 
awareness of this program 
that happens once a month 
at the Student Center on the 


By Ryan Nacy 
News Editor 


The past two years have 
been trying in ways few of us 
would’ve thought possible. 

While some might have 
predicted an event like the 
Coronavirus Outbreak of 
2020, few could have predict- 
ed the wide reaching societal 
impact it had and the conflict 
and melodrama it helped give 
rise to in the ensuing months. 
In many minds this period 
will be marked by memories 
of turmoil and panic, with 
footage of anti-mask protests 
and violence and confronta- 
tion at school board meetings 
serving as a reminder of the 
widespread unrest we all felt 
and witnessed. 

While many of us have 
already forgotten life during 
the Coronavirus pandemic, 
some have found their plans 
permanently derailed in its 
aftermath. 

Particular attention has 
been paid towards students 
given how the learning expe- 
rience changed after restric- 
tions were imposed on public 
gatherings. 

While some students and 
educators might’ve had a pos- 


Haverhill campus and_ the 
Dimitry building on the Law- 
rence campus. 

“We hope to limit food 
insecurities within commu- 
nity college systems starting 
here at NECC. It is not a well 


known topic amongst col- - 


lege students so with this we 
hope people feel supported,” 
Wooldridge states. 

Wooldrige and her col- 
leagues wish for more aware- 
ness of the program and hope 
more people in need utilize 
this resource. 

On Tuesday, Sept. 27, the 
program set up tables and 
signs outside of the Student 
Center. 

Fruits and vegetables of 


a wide variety were laid out 
for students and staff to grab 
in a shopping bag provided 
by the Mobile Market. You 
are required to register either 
online prior to the event or in 
person. 

Once you are registered 
you are eligible to grab what- 
ever it is you might need for 
free. 

Savanna Masters, a stu- 
dent here at Northern Essex 
for over a year states that she 
had not heard of this program 
before. 

“T feel like more should be 
done by everyone to eliminate 
food insecurity,” she said. 

“Tt is inspiring to learn that 
NECC has joined in on trying 
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to provide for those in need.” | 


In hopes to help the pro- 


gram, Masters suggests how | 
different students and staff | 
members could present meal | 
plan ideas for the month or | 


for holidays. 
“This would add a wide 


variety of meals that are in | 
a cost effective and healthy | 


manne,” Masters said. 


If you or a loved one who | 
attends Northern Essex Com- | 


munity College are in need of 
food support, this program is 
here to support you and your 
needs. 


Register today on the | 


NECC homepage website to 


ensure your food supply for } 


next month. 


The years lost 


Students struggle to return to class in the aftermath of coronavirus 


CG 


If I could get the chance to ask questions face to face and talk 
to my professors, I think I’d be a much more engaged student, I 


think things would go differently. 


a2 


- Max Levesque of Newburport 


itive experience with remote lockdown began, but the This situation has 


learning, most are now happy 
to return to a face to face 
format. 

Not all students have 


_ experienced such a seamless 


transition back in person. 
Max Levesque of New- 
buryport was set to begin 


college at the beginning of the 


Fall 2020 semester, but soon 
found himself unable to keep 
up with the coursework. 

“It wasn’t enough to get 


me to feel motivated honestly, 


It’s not the same as having 

a teacher and going to class. 
There’s nowhere to go in the 
morning.” 


It didn’t help that Levesque 


had already been experienc- 


ing feelings of depression and 


anxiety after the first COVID 


pressure of trying to complete 
a full course load online only 
helped exacerbate an already 
tense situation. 

Soon he began to notice the 
weeks go by even as he still 
found himself unable to focus 
on his classwork. 

By the end of the Fall 
Semester Levesque had with- 
drawn from all his classes. 
Though it was his choice to _ 
not return to school, Levesque 
still has mixed feelings about 
his decision. 

“T felt so guilty that I 
dropped my classes, | still 
don’t really know if I wanna 
go back to school. It feels 
like I’m behind everyone else 
now. It’s just not something I 
think I’m ready to do.” 


become all too common for 
mental health workers in the 
fallout of the pandemic. 

“I’ve gotten at least 12 
referrals over the past few 
months for college aged kids 
in these same situations,” says 
Rebbeca Miller of Haver- 
hill, a licensed psychiatrist 
who works particularly with 
adolescents and college aged 
clients. 

“The world might as well 
have stopped, so it’s easy to 
understand how frustrating it 
is to try to restart your educa- 
tion after having already been 
removed from that environ- 
ment for so long.” 

Since the beginning of the 
pandemic, Miller has seen an 
uptick in college aged clients, 


many of whom first started 
experiencing mental health 
issues while the pandemic 
was ongoing. “Decisions 
about education and what 
career path to take are always 
going to be difficult. These 
decisions become even harder 
once you realize we’ve just 
come out of a two year period 
of nationwide reclusion. It 
really becomes difficult to 
move forward when you feel 
like you’ve already missed 
something.” 

Nonetheless, Miller is opti- 
mistic, “I think things will get 
better over time. Once people 
start to receive the help and 
support they need to over- 
come the hardships they’ve 
been hit with over these last 
couple years. It’s just another 
adjustment.” 

While Levesque has no - 
plans to return to college in 
the near future, he still hopes 
to one day begin taking class- 
es again and complete his 
degree. 

“If I could get the chance 
to ask questions face to face 
and talk to my professors, I 
think I’d be a much more en- 
gaged student, I think things 
would go differently.” 
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Career Services wants to connect 


By Sanpy RocHon 
Director, Career Services 


NECC’s Career Services 
office is here to be a resource 
to students at all stages of their 
academic journey and career 
development, and to support 
recent alumni after graduation. 

Many aspects of career 
development are helpful to 
start early and we encourage 
students to connect with us. 

We have career explora- 
tion resources to help those 
who are undecided research 
and learn about  differ- 


ent occupational areas and 
set career goals and plans. 

We also have tools and sup- 
port to help those who already 
know the path they want to go 
andareready fortheirnextsteps. 
development 


Career 


The Liberal Arts Option in Writing gives students a solid grounding 
F 


h the craft of writing for various p 


rhis option emphasizes developing individual style, and exploring the 
2reative or vocational applications of writing, It prepares students for 
ransfer to B.A, programs in English, Writing, and Communications, as well 
is other liberal arts majors; it may also prepare students for entry-level jobs 
equiring excellent writing’skills. For more information, contact Program 
Joordinator; Dr. Patricia Portanova at pportanova@necc,mass.edu, 


is a process. best _ start- 
ed early to maximize op- 


portunities and includes: 
° _. Career explora- 
tion and identifying  inter- 


ests, values, and priorities 
* researching compa- 
nies, occupations, andindustries 
* understanding _net- 
working: what it is, how to do 
it, and why it’s so important 
* preparing targeted job 
search tools such as resumes, 
cover letters, and online profiles 
* —_ utilizing LinkedIn 
¢ developing and prac- 


ticing interviewing _ skills 
¢* job and _ internship 
search strategies 
* using the 
Handshake platform 


; 


urposés and audiences 


* and more! 

We encourage students 
to use the many free re- 
sources offered by NECC, 
including Handshake. 

It is the #1 way college stu- 
dents get hired and is a great 
tool to use long before you 
are job or internship search- 
ing to learn about companies, 
attend virtual events, under- 
stand different fields, and hear 
what employers are looking 
for. It’s also a great place to 
start networking, an area that 
is important to start early. 

Another place to start net- 
working is right here at NECC. 

The faculty and staff here 
want to help you succeed 
and the students that you in- 


Write and 
Publish 
Contribute to 
Parnassus or the 
NECC Observer. 


Get he 
internship _ 


writing-related 
reers, 


Gain experience in 


Take advantage of 
_ transfer agreement 
“to earn a Bachelor’: 

and save money, 


teract with in your Academ- 
ic Center and your classes 
are the people who are going 
to be working in your field. 

Building your network 
with these connections helps 
you stay in touch and main- 
tain these valuable con- 
tacts and we are here to help 
with all of these things! 

To meet 
Services, schedule an ap- 
pointment through  Navi- 
gate or reach out at career- 
services@necc.mass.edu. 

Appointments are available 
on Zoom or in-person at either 
campus in the Career Services 
office or the Academic Centers. 

Access Handshake. at 
https://app.joinhandshake. 


with Career 


com/edu or through the link 
on the Career Services page 
of the NECC website or the 
QR code below and log in 
with your NECC credentials. 

Reach out any time if we can 
be of any assistance, we look 
forward to working with you! 


For more information: 


HISPANIC 


@ NECC 


= Northern Essex 
Community College 


STUDENT LI 


000 
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NECC gives remarks on the 
conclusion of 


By SHaun Hoop 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 

When I was in seventh 
grade, in 2014, I fell in love 
with not just a TV show, but 
a world of fandom and oppor- 
tunities that would continue to 
inspire me for years to come. 
This came about when I start- 
ed watching “The Walking 
Dead.” Ever since watching 
the first few seasons in middle 
school, I am still inspired by 
the series and what its themes 
stands for. Love, loss, harmo- 
ny, turmoil, you name it! “The 
Walking Dead” has revolu- 
tionized the zombie genre in 
such a powerful way, that I 
still ended up loving it, even 
though I had never watched 
anything with too many trap- 
pings in common with it. 

Right now, Season ‘11 is 
airing. It has only a handful 
of episodes left, and once all 
that remains is released, fans 
will endure the end of an era, 
as the start of something new 
for the franchise will begin to 
unfold. In short, “The Walking 
Dead” is ending. As a fan who 
has been positively impacted 
by this show in so many ways 
for so many years, that means 
something. 

However, fans such as my- 
self, who enjoy the spinoffs, 
like “Fear the Walking Dead,” 
and the two-season limited 


series, “The Walking Dead: 
World Beyond,” will have 
plenty of new content to 
look forward to within this 
universe, as there are more 
spinoffs in the works, such 
as “Dead Clty,” an upcoming 
spin-off that will take place 
in the post-apocalyptic New 
York City, starring Lauren Co- 
han and Jeffrey Dean Morgan 
respectively reprising their 
roles as Maggie and Negan. 
There will also be an untitled 
spin-off series following Nor- 
man Reedus as his fan-favorite 
character, Daryl. Personally, 
the spin-off that I am most ex- 
cited about, is the untitled mini 
series starring former. “Walk- 
ing Dead” lead Andrew Lin- 
coln as Rick Grimes, and his 
girlfriend, Michonne, played 
by Danai Gurira. I loved the 
love story between Rick and 
Michonne before they both 
left “the Walking Dead,” and 
I can’t wait to see what’s next 
for them as one of the best TV 
duos of all time! 

Here at the Observer, I 
spoke to David Arivella, an 
academic technology assistant 
here at Northern Essex. Ariv- 
ella is not caught up with ‘The 
Walking Dead,” but nonethe- 
less, I still asked him about 
some of the reasons why he 
did enjoy the seasons that he 
watched, “I think it was about 


the characters, relating to them 
and the way they acted, and 
watching them get through 
whatever was going on in the 
given storyline.” His favor- 
ite character was Rick, “As 
a character, I thought Rick 
was the most relatable, with 
the way he handled himself. I 
liked how he became a lead- 
er, even though he didn’t real- 
ly take on that responsibility 
himself, but because the other 
characters looked up to him.” 

Northern Essex Liberal 
Arts Coordinator Kim~Lyng 
has watched The Walking 
Dead for years. When asked 
for some insight as to what the 
show and its themes stand for, 
she says, “It’s that basic good 
versus evil premise and why 
it’s worth fighting for a better 
world.” 

Lyng’s favorite character 
was Glenn, “...it also offers 
hope because of the characters 
in the show like Glenn who 
emulate the good in people 
and why love and community 
and family matter so much, es- 
pecially in difficult times.” 

Witness the conclusion of 
this legendary series as the 
final episodes are airing ev- 
ery Sunday night at 9:00 PM 
on AMC. Watch each epi- 
sode early by subscribing to 
AMC+! 


“The Walking Dead” 


Photo Courtesy of Epic Photo Ops 
Shaun Hood with “Walkng Dead” cast member Steven 
Yeun (Glenn) at Rhode Island Comic Con in November 
2019. 


This paper is your voice, too! 


We want to see what you have to say. 


You can reach us at: 


: 978-556-3633 = 
_ observer@necc.mass.edu _ os 
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Unidos Paint Night 


Special night celebrates creativity, art, music and meditation 


By SHANTELY AQUINO 
Features Editor 


Unidos Paint Night at 
NECC Lawrence Campus on 
the night of Tuesday, Sept. 27, 
brought together a group of 
women to celebrate Hispanic 
Heritage Month. 

This wonderful group of 
all ages, and Hispanic demo- 
graphics were brought togeth- 
er with a meditation guided by 
Elizabeth Delgado, owner of 
Colectiva Wellness & Healing, 
an employee wellbeing strat- 
egist and energy healing and 
resilience practitioner. As well 
there was a wonderful painting 
lesson taught by Nicole “Kiki” 
Garcia, an extremely talented 
multimedia artist and Law- 
rence native. The person who 
brought this all together was 
Analuz “Lulu” Garcia, NECC 
Director of Community Rela- 
tions. 

The night started off with 
introductions, stating names, 
ages, jobs, Hispanic heritages 
and stress levels. This group 
included women of all ages 
being students and faculty or 
even friends of faculty. Some 
stress levels ranged from one 
to one million. Soon after in- 
troductions we began breath- 
ing exercises taught by Del- 
gado, everyone found one 
they gained relief from after 
practicing, hoping to take what 
they learned that night for 
when they need it. Then be- 
gan a guided meditation where 
we envisioned our homelands, 
picturing colors and nature, 
being surrounded by our fami- 
lies, and the smell of our home 
cooked meals. 

After, a painting lesson with 
Garcia began, we all had to 
choose the colors of our coun- 
tries flags. The group gathered 
and we listened to Spanish mu- 
sic, laughed and did our own 
versions of the same painting. 
Different shades of blues and 
different shades of hands and 
unique flowers were painted. 

An NECC nursing student, 
Katiashka Perez said “I came 
out because when I saw the 
event on the NECC event page 
online it sounded like fun.” 


BE: ae 


Photo 


courtesy by Owner of Collectva & Wellness, Elizabeth 


ES 


Delgado 


Paint Night participants hold up their artwork in the Dimitry building on the Lawrence campus on Sept. 27. 


Photo by Shantely Aquino 


Katiashka Perez holding her painting. 


She had mentioned how 
she hadn’t necessarily been a 
painter, more of a drawer and 
how she does yoga and media- 
tion sometimes. 

Her stress level began with 
three and when asked at the 
end of the night it was brought 
down to one. She is of Puer- 
to Rican descent and she was 
excited about this way of cel- 
ebrating her Hispanic Heritage 
in this intimate setting. 

This event. wasn’t just a 
relaxing event for the partic- 


ipants but also for the hosts. 
Artist Garcia mentioned how 
when she gives a painting les- 
son to adults and children it is 
more structured and this night 
provided a calming fluidity 
when putting our individual 
paintings together. There, each 
and every painting being simi- 
lar but not the same to the next. 

When asking both Delgado 
and Garcia how long they’ve 
been hosting these paint nights 
they said it was their fourth 
ever. They had met at a ven- 


dor sale called Solude Arte, an 
art and wellness market which 
features local artists and heal- 
ers that come together annual- 
ly during holidays. From there 
they connected to bring people 
together with art and medita- 
tion. 

Garcia is the very definition 
of a multimedia artist. When 
asked how she started she says 
“T learned how to paint before 


_ I could even walk,” with her 


father being an artist himself 
she was born into art. She has a 
bachelor’s degree in architec- 
ture but she also does commis- 
sions for digital and physical 
art alongside making jewelry, 
ceramics, sticker prints and 
writing. You can find her art 
on Instagram @kikididdat and 
shop on her site shopkikiarts. 
com. 

An extremely talented and 
multi-faceted woman was the 
perfect person to guide the 
participants through this night 
with Delgado. 

Delgado has been on a jour- 
ney of spiritualism and event 
coordination for about 20 
years. She is of Taino descent, 
she finds the term Puerto Ri- 
can to be colonized. She hates 
to label and box herself into a 
category but she labels what 


she does as employee wellbe- 
ing strategist, energy healing 
and resilience _ practitioner. 
With her H.R. and employ- 
ee healing background along 
with her resilience work with 
PTSD and domestic volence 


‘victims she brought together 


her knowledge of these topics 
to create Collectiva Wellness 
& Healing. 

With her words filled with 
the purpose of connecting 
and moving her audience she 
brought some women to tears. 

Delgado. says her journey 
began when she was helping 
a relative with a headache, she 
had the intention of simply 
taking away his pain and with 
enough thought he went away. 

Soon she went on a spiritual 
journey and eventually found 
her way to energy healing 
which she now does as her ca- 
reer. She stated that one thing 
she wants everyone to know 
when reading this, Delgado 
states “I think it’s important 
to connect the intersections 
of art and healing into spaces 
because the two are so power- 
ful. When you bring in art and 
wellness into a space it really 
transforms people and com- 
munities and the culture of 
places.” 


Pa 
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Knights Soccer improve to .500 with a win over Holyoke 


By Jose RODRIGUEZ 
Editor-in-Chief / Sports 


Editor 
On Saturday, Oct. 1, the 


NECC Knights defeated Holy- 
oke Community College three 
goals to one. 

I interviewed NECC Men’s 
Head Coach Eusebio Marote 
before the game. He men- 
tioned to me, “usually we had” 
their number the past couple 
of years, couple wins, but this 
year it looks (like) they had a 
different team, they just tied 
Roxbury not too long ago 3-3. 
They (are) going to be a com- 
petitive team so | think they’re 
going to fight, they’re going to 
work hard and yeah we (are) 
just going to try to match their 
level of intensity. We are at 
home hopefully that will help 
us in our advantage as well 
and you know go from there, 
“he said. 

I asked coach Marote if it 
was an advantage or a disad- 
vantage for the Knights that 
they haven’t played for a week 
9 


“T think it’s a little. bit of 
both definitely. I. had some 
guys injured but it definite- 


Photo by Editor-in-Chief / Sports Editor Jose Rodriguez 
Knights Soccer against Holyoke 


ly helps for recovery and we 
prep a lot this week, we played 
a lot and went from there you 
know, he said. 

Holyoke had the ball first to 
begin the game. 

The Knights had two off- 
sides the first eight minutes of 
the game. 

Sam De Amorim of 
Methuen scored the first two 
goals of the game for the 
Knights. “(De Amorim) is 


definitely huge for us. Last 
year when we recruited we ex- 
pected for him to do this stuff 
for us and it’s something that 
we needed for last season. So 
he has been doing what he’s 
got to do, he is our type of guy 
and we go from there,” Marote 
said after the game. 

De Amorim scored what 
would have been the third 
goal of the game, which would 
have been the score three to 


nil, with a hat trick, but the of- 
ficial waived the point off be- 
cause the call on the field was 
offside. The goal did not count 
and the score remained two nil 
in favor of the Knights. 

The Knights were up 2-0 at 
the half. 

I interviewed De Amorim 
after the game. “It is really im- 
portant, the other team when 
you win a half like that and 
the other team just tends to 
not believe as much, “he said. 
“And then what happens with 
their team they had their heads 
down all the time for the sec- 
ond half and we were winning 
three nil. Unfortunately we got 
scored on but that didn’t affect 
us a lot so it was a really im- 
portant win for us right now,” 
he said. 

The Knights had three cor- 
ner kicks while Holyoke had 
four. The Knights had nine 
shots on goal while Holyoke 
had three. The Knights also 
had three offside while Holy- 
oke had none. 

The Knights started the 
kick for the second half. 

51 minutes into the game 
one of the Knights player 


kicked the ball and it hit right 
in the front of the face of the 
Holyoke goaltender. The train- 
er came and the goaltender 
was removed out of the game. 

Johnathan Diaz of Methuen 
scored to made it 3-0 Knights. 

On the 69 minutes of the 
game the referee give a yel- 
low card to Knights goalten- 
der Anhuar Ramos Garcia of 
Nashua, N.H, and a player of 
Holyoke as well. 

Later on during the game 
Ramos Garcia made a nice 
save for the Knights, prevent- 
ing from Michael Grochowski 
of Westfield from scoring. 

On the 78 minutes Caden 
Hebert of Easthampton scored 
for Holyoke to make. it 3-1] 
Knights as the shutout was 
over with just 17 minutes left. 

In the second half the 
Knights had two corner 
kicks, Holyoke had none. The 
Knights had eight shots on 
goal and Holyoke had five. 
The Knights only had one off- 
side in the second half, Holy- 
oke had none. Both team had 
at least one yellow card in the 
final 45 minutes of the game. 


Knights Volleyball loses to Bulldogs in Charlestown 


By Jose RopRIGUEZ 


Editor-in-Chief / Sports Editor 


On Thursday, Sept. 29, 
NECC Knights lost three sets 
to none against Bunker Hill 
Community College for a 
conference division game in 
Charlestown. 

The Knights lost the first set 
25-18, they lost the second set 
25-21 and they lost the third 
set 25-19. 

The game was scheduled 
for 6 p.m. but the league 
changed it to 6:30 p.m. start 
time and the game officially 
started at 6:33. 

The Bulldogs started off 
scoring the first three points of 
the game, a spike by Caroline 
Burns of Haverhill made sure 
that the Knights had their first 
point in the first set. 

The Knights were looking 
for a comeback in the first set 
but it wasn’t enough as the 
Bulldogs defeated the Knights 
25-18. 

In the first set they were 
serving errors, spiking out of 
bounds and | felt they was not 
a lot of communication. Those 
mistakes caused the Knights 


Photo by Edtor-in-Chief / Sports Editor Jose Rodriguez 
Knights Soccer against Holyoke 


to lose their first set. 

After the game I inter- 
viewed NECC Women’s Vol- 
leyball head coach Mike Pelo- 
si of Haverhill. 

“Yeah I agree, one of the 
challenges for this group is 
just consistency and I mean 
serving I felt part of that was 
momentum and in rhythm we 
got to get kind of into arhythm 
kind of get comfortable I think 
they were little intimidating 


by the crowd but just the con- 
sistency. We worked and it’s a 
challenging for me as a coach. 
I’m going to work with the as- 
sistant I may do some research 
solving this issue is the con- 
sistency piece. Take a breath 
before you serve do it well 
in practice and we do it for a 
little bit in the game and we 
stopped. Gets here attack po- 
sition we do it will in practice 
and we do it good for a little 


bit in the game and then we 
stopped. Call the ball, same 
situation when you set the 
back row who ever is setting 
when you set the back row call 
the specific hitter because then 
it will avoid a communication 
problem in our end...” he said. 

In the second set, few spikes 
by Burns put the Knights up 
early in the game. 

“Yeah, she was I love 
working with Caroline she 
always hustle and she set that 
internalization piece she does 
that great. You can see it as a 


# coach when were doing drill 


I give her feedback and sug- 
gestion you can tell you can 
see their body language im- 
mediately puts it in practice 
and I love that and that’s why 
I think she is good as good she 
is. That’s why I think she con- 
tinue to progress I’ve seen her 
progress a lot during the last 
month, so I am not surprised 
that she is killing it in a game,” 
Pelosi said. 

Unfortunately the Bulldogs 
tied the game and coach Pelosi 
wanted:a time out but it wasn’t 
granted by the officials. 


-The _ Knights 
were looking for a little come 
back, which they seemed to be 
achieving. The Knights were 
up 21 to 19, they just needed 
four more points to win the 
set. 

Instead the Bulldogs went 
on a 6-0 run to finish the sec- 
ond set to defeat the Knights 
25-21. 

The Knights in the third set 
had an encore performance 
of Kathleen-Perez-Flores of 
Lowell scoring the first seven 
points in the third set while 
she was serving. 

On Tuesday, Sept. 27 
against Quinsigamond she 
scored the first nine points to 
begin the second set. 

Despite the Knights going 
on a 7-0 run the Bulldogs they 
just never gave up the Bull- 
dogs were on a 5-1 run against 
the Knights. 

It got pretty intense the 
Knights were eventually down 
for a few points but it was re- 
ally close in the game. 

The Knights eventually lost 
25-19 on the third set. 


e 
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By JoseE RopRIGUEZ 
Editor-in-Chief / Sports Editor 

On Tuesday Sept. 27, the 
NECC Knights defeated Quin- 
sigamond Community College 
Wyverns three sets to none. In 
the Sports and Fitness Center 
in Haverhill Campus. 

The game was scheduled for 
6 p.m. but the league changed 
it to 6:30 p.m. start time and 
the game officially started at 
6:33. 

The Knights won the first 
set 25-4, they won the second 
set 25-10 and the third set 25- 
12. 

The Knights started the 
game aggressive, they had a 
few runs in the first set 7-1, 
14-2 and a 18-3 run. The 
Knights completely embar- 
rassed Wyverns in the first set 
as they won the set 25 to 4. 

“T’m well, yeah I was a little 
tired, I’m not going to lie I’m 
old. So | get a little tired but we 
played a very good game and 


By Jose RODRIGUEZ 
Editor-in-Chief / Sports Editor 

On Saturday, Sept. 24, the 
NECC Knights defeated New 
Hampshire Technical Insti- 
tute NHTI 3-0 at the Haverhill 
campus in Haverhill, Mass. 

Before the game I asked 
NECC Soccer head coach Eu- 
sebio Marote how difficult is 
this short period, with oppo- 
nents outscoring them 14-3 
in the past three games com- 
bined, excluding opening day? 

“Yeah, you know unfor- 
tunate the numbers are like 
that but at the end of the day 
we take it game by game and 
there’s nothing you can do 
about those games. So what we 
tried to do is start fresh every 
game and trying to get results,” 
he said. 

Before the game the refer- 
ee called the captains of both 
teams like they usually do be- 
fore the game start for a coin 
toss to see who is going to get 
the first kick of the game. 

Mission 22 it’s a group 
of people united in the war 
against veteran suicide. They 
were in attendance and for the 
national anthem before the 
game. 

The game officially start- 
ed at 12:02 p.m., one of the 
Knights soccer players hit a 
head shot to the goaltender of 
NHTI. Then the trainer had to 
come and check on the goal- 


Knights volleyball defeatWyv 


we got the run that we needed 
to get and when we serve we 
will get runs,” she said. 

The Wyverns had no chance 
to beat the Knights on Tuesday 
evening as the Knights were 
on a 21-7 run in the second 


set and it was enough to beat — 


the Wyverns 25-10 and have 
a command two sets to none 
lead as the Knights were one 
set away to blank Wyverns. 


The Knights were looking 
to defeat the Wyverns on back 
to back games as on Saturday 
the Knights went on the road 
to Quinsigamond and defeated 
the Wyverns three sets to none. 


The Knights never lost 
their focus and were always in 
strong command as the Knights 
started the third set where they 
left off the first two sets. The 
Knights were on a 6-1 run and 
a 14-5 run as they defeated 
Wyverns in three straight sets. 


Knights Soccer blanks NHTI at home 


jotta: 


Knights soccer warming up before their game against 


tender of New Hampshire 
Technical Institute, but he was 
all right. 

The Knights had 6 shots on 
goals in the first 10 minutes of 
the game. 

The first goal of the game 
was own goal one of the NHTI 
player made it to make it 1-0 
Knights. 

The second goal of the game 


~ by Sem Milambo of Lawrence 


was waived off, the call on 
the field was offside and as of 
result it was no goal and the 
game still remained 1-0. The 
Knights had a few chances in 
the first period to try to blow 


After the game NECC 
Women’s Volleyball head 
coach Mike Pelosi of Haver- 
hill said “I think it was a com- 
bination of things. I think we 
were communicating better, 
positioning was better in this 
game and definitely serving. I 
think the crowd realized that 


Photo b 


this thing open quickly but 


they just couldn’t take advan- 
tage of the situation. 

“Yeah, I think it could’ve 
been more but it is what it is 
regardless at the end of the day 
we keep it clean sheet and we 
won,” said Marote. 

In the 38 minutes of the. 
game Rayane Elmhklouk of 
Methuen made it 2-0 Knights 
with an assist of Steve Sime of 
Haverhill. 

The Knights had two cor- 
ner kick and NHTI had none. 
The Knights had ten shots on 
goal. NHTI also had one. The 
Knights had three fouls and 
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erns in three sets 


ee 


we were doing some serving 
committing the specific spots. 
I think we’re doing some of 
the fundamentals well. I think 
that our moral was high, that’s 
why we saw, I think the fact 
that we were up in score our 
main players feel better by 


A eet / Sports Editor Jose Rodriguez 


NHTI one in the first half. 

In the second half the 
Knights had two free kicks on 
two fouls in less then 10 min- 
utes of action. with 25 min- 
utes left in the second half the 
Knights had another free kick 
as one of the NHTI player 
touched the ball with his hand. 

Alex Mutumbo from Con- 
cord, N.H., kicked a shot that 
it hit on top of the crossbar as 
they were looking to score the 
first goal of the game. 

Fadi Serhan of Middletown 
made it 3-0 on his second goal 
of the game in the minute 71 
with an assist of Sam De Am- 


Knights Women’s volleyball in a match against Wyverns 


themselves and that confident 
boast (helped them) to play a 
lot better,” he said. Knights 
captain Kathleen Perez-Flores 
of Lowell was serving and 
scored the first nine points to 
begin the second set. 


orim of Methuen. 

The Knights had two cor- 
ner kicks and NHTI one. The 
Knights had nine shots on goal 
and NHTI had four. NHTI had 
five fouls and NECC had four. 

Coach Morate and | talked 
a little bit about the win the 
Knights pick up against NHTI 
after the game? 

“T think it’s big for our con- 
fidence you know three nil 
keeping it clean, it’s been huge 
for our goalie as well and over- 
all just a good win you know. I 
think we could’ve put couple 
more in but can’t be too, self- 
ish a win is a win,” he said. 

I had a chance to interview 
NECC Knights goaltender An- 
huar Ramos Garcia of Nashua. 
N.H., after the game we talked 
about how he boasted his con- 
fidence when his team strikes 
first. 

“My confidence came back 
high and I knew we could play 
more comfortable and stuff 
like that we also keep trying 
our best,” he said. 

We also talked about that 
this was the first shutout win 
for the Knights this season “It 
feels good, I’m very happy it 
was a team win and everybody 
came on to play and I’m very © 
happy for the win,” he said. 
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Mustangs defeat Knights volleyball, forcing a team meeting 


By Jose RODRIGUEZ 
Editor-in-Chief / Sports 
Editor 
On Thursday, Sept. 22, 
Central Maine Community 
College defeated the NECC 
Knights three sets to none at 
the Sports and Fitness Center 
’on the Haverhill campus in 
Haverhill, Mass. 
The Knights lost the first set 
_ 25-13, the second set they lost 
25-18 and the third set 25-22. 

The game officially started 
at 6:02 p.m. with Mustangs 
getting the first point of the 
game. 

The Knights started the 
game in a slow starts. They 
were down 10-2 when Coach 
Mike Pelosi of Haverhill de- 
cided to call a time out. 

Central Maine was up 16 
to 4, absolutely the Mustangs 
had the night number in the 
first set. The Knights were try- 
ing to rally at the end of the 
first set. The Knights went on 
a 5-1 run. 

Central Maine won the 
first set 25 to 15 against the 


Knights. 

Pelosi said “I think it was 
much of the same thing. Slop- 
py and positioning and our 
opponent is smart and skilled 
enough to take advantage of 
that. I will also add the sec- 
ond thought that something 
we have been improving... 
and you know I think that we 
were working on our men- 
tal process and we’re making 
progress and | think the play- 
ers are appreciating the fact 
that they individually bounce 
back from situations ... I think 
they are starting to notice the 
partner.” On the second set the 
Knights were on a run. The 
Knights began the second set 
on a 10-3 run. The Knights 
had a good lead and I thought 
the way they were performing 
in the beginning of the second 
set with that lead that they 
had, that they would regroup 
and would win the second 
set. Eventually that wasn’t the 
case. The Knights could not 
hold up that lead as the Mus- 


‘tangs came back to take the 


Photo by Editor-in-Chief/ Sports Editor Jose Rodriguez 
Mustangs and Knights facing off at the Sports and Fitness 


Center. 


lead and eventually steal a set 
from the Knights, winning the 
second set 25-18. 

I asked coach Pelosi what 
this team has to do to not give 
up the lead when they have a 
comfortable lead during the 
set? 

“T think that it’s not going 
to matter unless if we do the 
fundamentals nothing is going 
to matter because our compe- 
tition is you know the level of 
competition in the conferences 


this year it’s just too high so 
we can hustle all that we want, 
the captains can give great 
speeches but at the end of the 
day were not in positioning, 
it’s not going to matter very 
much...” said Coach Pelosi. 
The third set began with aa 
back and forth battle between 
the Knights and Mustangs. 
The Knights need to win that 
set in order to force a fourth 
set. The Knights had some is- 
sues in the line up serving they 


had the wrong server twice in 
that set. The Knights made it 
close, they made it interesting 
but it wasn’t enough as the 
Mustangs won the third set 
25-22 and won the game three 
set to none. 

After the game Coach Pe- 
losi had a team meeting, the 
message that he told them was 
“... [felt like as a team we ha- 
ven’t been playing clean vol- 
leyball in terms of positioning 
and in terms of some of the 
fundamental stuff. Players 
being in the right proper posi- 
tion, defensively, transitioning 
for their hitting spots and play- 
ers communicating with one 
and another so this kind some 
fundamental things that my 
hope this point in the season 
we would’ve had it cleaned 
up... I guess the mindset get- 
ting the players in the 
set of things that they have to 
take this thing more seriously 
and they have to play like a 
team...” he said to me the next 
day when we had a phone in- 
terview. 


sen pee ie 
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Women’s volleyball home opener the battle of the Knights 


By Jose RODRIGUEZ 
Editor-in-Chief / Sports 
Editor 

On Tuesday Sept. 20, Com- 
‘munity College of Rhode Is- 

land CCRI Knights defeated 

NECC Knights three sets to 
one at the Sports and Fitness 
Center in the Haverhill cam- 
pus in Haverhill, Mass. 

First set 25-16 NECC 
Knights lost, second set 25-13 
NECC Knights lost, third set 
NECC Knights won 34-32 and 

the fourth set NECC Knights 
lost 25-23. 

It was the home opener for 
the women’s volleyball team 
and it was also a rematch of 

_ the 2021 Region 21 finals. 

They had a big crowd 
watching that game thanks to 
the men’s soccer team as soon 
as they finished their game 
against Roxbury. They went to 
the Sports and Fitness Center 
about 45 to 50 minutes from 

the start of the women’s vol- 
leyball game to cheer on for 
the NECC Knights. 

NECC Women’s Volleyball 
head coach Mike Pelosi of 
Haverhill said after the game 
“TI thought that was great. I 
really thought that I should 


probably thank them. I really 
appreciated them coming, it 
did make a difference. I think 
it was enjoyable for the play- 
ers to have a crowd and I think 
they did a great job cheering, 
constructively it helped bring 
some energy in the court and 
I think obviously during the 
match we got some ups and 
downs and I think they help us 
getting some up swings with 
the momentum. 

The game officially started 
at 6:47 p.m. 

The Knights of NECC start- 
ed the game on an 8-3 run be- 
fore CCRI Knights decided to 
call a time out. 


After the time out CCRI 
Knights went on a 7-0 run. 

NECC head coach Pelo- 
si called two timeouts in the 
first set to try to motivate his 
players and try to win that 
first set. Unfortunately, that 
didn’t happen as the Knights 
lost the first set 25-16. n the 
second set. CCRI Knights 
started on a 4-0 run before 
the Knights of NECC finally 
cashed in and scored a point 
on the second set to make it 
4 to 1. Then the Knights of 


talking to their players. 
NECC was losing 10 to 5 
when coach Pelosi decided to 
use his first timeout of the sec- 
ond set. 

The Knights lost the second 
set two games tonone. 

On the third set it was a 
classic battle between CCRI 
Knights and the Knights of 
NECC. 

The NECC Knights were s 
looking to avoid getting shut- 
out for the third time in five 
games. 

The NECC Knights played 
more aggressively in the third 
set and arguably the best set 


; Photo by Bryan Thomas 
Assistant head coach Reardon and Coach Pelosi 


that they ever had so far in this 
2022 campaign. 

The Knights were up 10 to 
7, 15 to 14 and the game was 
tied at 22. 

When the game is tied at 24, 
which indeed happened in the 
third set it was 24-24 one point 
in the game instead of 25, to 
win the set you must win by 
two points. 

It was a back and forth 
battle. CCRI scored... NECC 
scored. It was like that set was 
never going to end. Instead 
finally the NECC. Knights 
forced a set four and won the 


third set 34-32. 

Coach Pelosi and I talked 
about how intense the third 
set was. “Yeah that was a ter- 
rific one I tell them a lot these 
teams are not easy teams, es- 
pecially CCRI, the coach is 
great .... he knows his stuff 
and we have to work, we are 
not getting any freebies this 
year we got to work for ev- 
ery single game and I think 
they got in a good competitive 
mindset... players are not go- 
ing to play at their best if they 
don’t really believe they can 
win...” he said. 

Coach Pelosi also believed 
winning the third set put pres- 
sure on CCRI for the forth set. 

The Knights of NECC were 
up 13 to 9 in the fourth set 
and were taking advantage of 
the mistakes of CCRI. The 
Knights were up 21 to 17, they 
just needed four more points 
to force set five and possibly 
one of the biggest upset. in the 
season. Instead CCRI came 
back. It was 23-23 at one point 
in the game and CCRI defeat- 
ed NECC 25-23 in set four and 
won the game three set to one. 
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Men’s Soccer falls short on their home opener 


By Jose RODRIGUEZ 
Eprror-in-Curer/ Sports Epiror 

On Tuesday Sept. 20, Rox- 
bury Community College de- 
feated NECC Knights 3 to | in 
the Men’s Soccer home open- 
er at the Haverhill campus in 
Haverhill, Mass. 

Before the game I had a 
chance to interview NECC 
Soccer head coach Eusebio 
Marote and he gave me an in- 
jury update on Andrew Valdes 
of Lawrence who got injured 
in the previous match against 
Massasoit “Unfortunately we 
believe that he might be out 
for the rest of the season...” 
he said. 

The Knights won the coin 
toss against Roxbury which 
means the Knights would 
have the ball first. 

The game officially started 
at 3:36 pm. 

In the first half the Knights 
were playing good defense 
preventing Roxbury from 
scoring early in the game. 

The Knights almost scored 
on a comer kick. Johnathan 
Diaz of Methuen kicked 
the ball, the ball in mid air 
Matheus Moreira of Dracut 
headed as the ball went over 
the net and the Knights did not 
scored. 

In the 33 minutes of the 
game made it 1-0 Roxbury a 
goal of Isandro Lopes and an 


By Jose RODRIGUEZ 
Editor-in-Chief / Sports Editor 

On Thursday Sept. 15, 
the NECC Knights Women’s 
Volleyball was defeated three 
sets to none against Southern 
Maine Community College 
Seawolves in South Portland, 
Maine. 

First set 25-11, second set 
25-17 and the third set 25-10. 

The game was original- 
ly scheduled for 6:30 but the 
league changed the start time 
to 7 pm. 

The Knights almost lost the 
game due to forfeit as they 
came just 11 minutes before 
the clock hits 7 pm. 

“Yeah, so we couldn’t 
leave any earlier because we 
wouldn’t have enough girls so 
we would’ve have to forfeit 
either way so that’s why we 
came a little late,” said assis- 


assist from Kervens Charles. 

The Knights missed a 
few opportunities during the 
game where they could’ve 
tied the game and possibly 
taken the lead. 

One minute later one of 
the Roxbury players left the 
game due to an injury. 


Roxbury made it 2-0 in the F 
43rd minutes of the game. It | 


was again Lopez with an as- 
sist this time by Ronilson Se- 
medo. 


In the first half the Knights 


had two corner kicks, Rox- 
bury had three. The Knights 


had four shots on_ goal ' a 
and Roxbury had one. The | 
Knights had five fouls and | 


Roxbury had four. 
In the second half the 


Knights goaltender was com-NECC Knights soccer in action 


plaining a little bit of a hip in- 
jury, but he managed to stay in 
the game. 

In the 70 minutes of the 
game Sam De Amorim of 
Methuen made it 2 to 1. That 
goal was a relief for the Knights 
because with that goal it end- 
ed the Knights 290 minutes 
stretch without scoring a goal. 

I had a chance to talk to De 
Amorim after the game. “It 
definitely good a lot of work 
to be [ done] and back into it 
tomorrow on practice and I 
feel great about scoring even 
though I’m coming off an inju- 


tant head coach active manag- 
er Marissa Reardon. 

When the Knights got there, 
they had 40 minutes to warm 
up and stretch and get ready 
for the game. 

NECC Head Coach Mike 
Pelosi of Haverhill did not 
travel with the team to South 
Portland, instead it was assis- 
tant head coach Reardon in 
charge. 

I asked her after the game 
why Pelosi did not travel with 
the team. 

“He had a prior commit- 
ment that he couldn’t miss to- 
day, so he ask me to coach to- 
day and I had the opportunity 
to coach today,” she said. 

The game officially started 
at 7:36 pm. 

The Knights were down 
early against the Seawolves. 
The Knights was losing 13-4 


ry and almost giving my team 
a tie here. It’s a tough loss, they 
are really good team and we 
(will be) back at it the next 
game for sure try to win the 
next game,” he said. 

De Amorim almost scored 
his second goal of the game, 
which would have tied the 
game at 2, but he missed the 
game tying shot by inches as 
the ball curved. 

Lopes scored a hat trick in 
the 81st minute as he was re- 
sponsible for all three goals for 
Roxbury thanks to an assist of 


in their home opener against 


Jorgenson Delice. 

In the second half the 
Knights had one corner kicks 
while Roxbury had two. The 
Knights and Roxbury both 
had four shots on goal. The 
Knights had three fouls and 
Roxbury had two fouls mean- 
while in the second half. The 
Knight's had one yellow card 
and Roxbury had two. 

There were fouls during 
the game and yellow card that 
the referee missed during the 
game. 

“Yeah it’s a little frustrating, 


Photo by Editor-in-Chief / Sports Editor Jose Rodriguez 
Knights in action against Seawolves 


when assistant head coach 
and active manager Reardon 
decided to call a time out. 
The Knights was taken ad- 
vantage of the opportunity as 
the Seawolves was hitting the 
ball outside of the court which 
means the Knights get a point 
but it wasn’t enough as Sea- 
wolves won the first set 25 to 
11. 

I had a chance to interview 
Ashley Martinez of Lawrence 
after the game and we talked 
about the first set that wasn’t 


played aggressively aggres- 
sive like the second set. 

“At first it was a little bit 
new we have new plays. I 
started playing today but then 
in the second set we started to 
communicate better process in 
the game” she said. 

The second set the Knights 
played a little bet better and 
more aggressive. They began 
the set strong on a 5-0 run but 
then when the Knights were 
winning 9-7 the Seawolves 
then took control of the sec- 
ond set. The he Knights gave 


Photo by Bryan Thomas 
Roxbury Community College 


obviously when he is not mak- 
ing the right call in our opin- 
ion but at the end of the day 
everybody makes mistake... 
no matter what level it is. Even 
at the professional level obvi- 
ously they have video review 
now in professional so it helps 
the ref and helps the teams but 
here obviously we don't have 
video reviews so it’s kinda the 
ref to call...” Coach Marote 
said. 


up the lead and the Seawolves 
went on top and the Knights 
lost the second set 25-7. 

“Yes, I was very proud we 
were working on our serv- 
ing and our serves set? and I 
definitely think the second set 
proved that we were working 
on it,” said Reardon. 

Seawolves in the third set 
began the set on a 10-1 run. 
The Knights didn’t have any- 
thing to show for on the last 
set as they lost 25-10. 

“I do believe at some point 
we did collapse, but we do, 
every team has strength and 
weaknesses and I think we 
show that in few of the sets but 
I believe the second set was 
one of our best set ever,” said 
assistant coach active manager 
Reardon. 


Seawolves volleyball defeats the Knights 
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Massasoit Soccer blanks the Knights 1 in Brockton 


of Randolph made it 3-0 an [ 


By Jose RODRIGUEZ 
Editor-in-Chief/ Sports Editor 
On Tuesday Sept. 13 Mas- 
sasoit Community College de- 
feated the NECC Knights 5-0 
in Warrior field in Brockton. 
The game started at 4:03 pm. 
Massasoit had a quick start in 


_ this game. Two minutes into 


the game Romell Brown of 
Eastham scored the first goal 
thanks to an assist of Kevin 
Barbosa of Brockton. 

Three minutes into the 


game the Knights had a free 


kick as the call was offside. 
The 16 fans that were in at- 
tendance were getting restless 
despite the Warriors of Mas- 
sasoit Community College 
leading 1-0 the Warriors ere 
committing a lot of turnover 
and sloppy plays. The Knights 
didn’t cash in and take advan- 
tage of those opportunities. 

“Yeah you know their a 
good team, they are coached 
by a good guy. Unfortunately 
a couple situations and stuff 
were we could’ve been better 
and then you know if we don’t 
capitalize on that then s**t is 
going to happen,” said NECC 
Soccer Head Coach Esuebio 
Marote after the game. 

On the 13th minutes of the 
game Warrior soccer play- 
er Sergio Tavares DaSilva of 


Brockton was issued a yellow 
card. 

On the 20th minutes 

Knights goalie Anhuar Ra- 
mos Garcia of Nashua, New 
Hampshire made a nice save 
from preventing the Warriors 
from scoring. 
- On the 31st minutes War- 
rior soccer player Damian An- 
derson of New Bedford was 
issued a yellow card. 

On the 34th minutes NECC 
Knights soccer player Gabe 
Moreira of Dracut was issued 
a yellow card. 

On the 39 minutes of the 
game Hans Takang of Cam- 
eroon made it 2-0 Warriors 
in an assist of Marc Desire of 
Brockton. 

I ask NECC soccer player 
Faddie Serhan of Middletown 
how the defense can get better 
as they missed few opportuni- 
ties on the first half ? 

“Yeah, we just need to fin- 
ish, have shots, you know 
opportunity it is the most im- 
portant you know take shots 
as most as possible one can 
land...” he said. 

The Knights were down 
2-0 in the first 45 minutes of 
the game. n the second half 
Warriors quickly started off 
what they didn’t finish in the 
49 minutes Angelot Jerome 


assist of Gracian Moreria of 
Brockton. 

In the 55 minutes of the 
game Leonard Rodriguez 
Ortiz of Methuen was given 
a yellow card. 

Massasoit scored anoth- 
er goal but it was invalid as 
the run got taken away from 
the board because the call on 
the field was offside and the 
goal did not count and it re- 
mained 3-0 instead of 4-0. 

On the 59 minutes came 


the forth goal of the game. 


It was Moreira with an assist = 


from Marc Desire of Brock- 
ton. 

At 65 minutes came the 
last goal of the game it was 
Rushawn Plummer of Hyan- 
nis an assist of Nick McMa- 
hon of Swansea. 

I asked coach Marote if 
he believes the team needs to 
communicate better as they 
only scored one goal in the 
last 222 minutes? 

The last time the Knights 
scored a goal we have to go 
back to opening day when 
Sam De Amorim of Methuen 
scored the third goal for the 
Knights in the 48th minute of 
the game. 

“T definitely I think it’s a 
little bit the young guys (are) 


Photo by Editor-in-Chief / Sports Editor Jose Rodriguez 


a little bit too inexperienced. 
You know still early in the 
season and the most important 
thing is in my opinion at the 
moment there hasn’t been a 
conference game yet. I know 
our first conference game is 
this Saturday, we’re hoping 
to train hard this week and try 
to get result on Saturday,” he 
said. 

I told the same question to 
NECC soccer player Serhan “ 
I would say better communi- 
cation, working as a unit that’s 
what we are lacking the most 
defense first as always and 
we still working on that and I 


Knights soccer against Massasoit 


hope by the next game which 
is the conference game we 
get that win will be 1-0 in the 
conference game which that’s 
matter,” he said. _ 

In the 88 minutes of the 
game Andrew Valdez was tak- 
en out of the game as a result 
of a shoulder injury while he 
was playing in the field. 

“T think he dislocated his 
shoulder when back he is go- 
ing to see the doctor. Unfortu- 
nately it doesn’t look good I 
believe we going to miss him 
for a while,” said Coach Ma- 
rote. 


Knights soccer loses their first game of the season 


( JOSE RODRIGUEZ 
| litor-in-Chief/Sports Editor 
On Saturday, Sept. 10 Central 
/aine Community College de- 
ated NECC Knights 6 to | in 


yurn, Maine. 

Before the game I had a 
ance to talk with NECC Soc- 
t head coach Eusebio Marote. 
“We’re hoping obviously to 


ta result today, long drive 
iyer’s got to make sure they 


> still focused today and I be- 
ve this team won their confer- 


ce last year and they are going 


be a tough opponent so we are 
st going to battle and match 
»ir intensity and hopefully get 


> result,” he said. 


Coach Morate was right, it 


is a tough opponent for the 


lights. The Knights were los- 


3 five to one at the end of the 


st half. Central Maine out 
yred the Knights 10 to 3 on 
ots on goal. The only goal for 


> Knights was Jonathan Diaz 


DA athuan eehan aanend hia thied 


games. 

The goal of Jonathan Diaz 
came in a penalty kick on 10 
minutes of the game. 

The first 11 minutes of the 
game they were combined of 
three goals. 

Two of Central Maine and 
one for the Knights. 

They were a lot of changes 
during the game, a lot of substi- 
tution players came in and came 
out back and forth during the 
course of the game. 

I asked coach Marote about 
the struggle the Knights had in 
the first half they weren’t pro- 
ductive like on opening day as 
the Knights were in the slow 
starts. “Yeah, you know I think 
we started off a little slow our 
guys wasn’t ready for those first 
moment a couple of mistakes as 
of fouling and a crucial area they 
capitalize on their two chances 
so when they were up 2-0 you 
know very early it kinda put our 


eunra hando daum T teiad ta ma 


did for a bit, we scored that goal 
it was 2-1 most of the first half 
until the last 15 to 20 minutes of 
the second half that’s when we 
ran out of gas...” he said after 
the game. 

The Knights in the first half 
had three saves while Central 
Maine only had one. Central 
Maine only had five corner kicks 
and Northern Essex three in the 
first half. Central Maine also 
had six fouls while the Knights 
had three. 

In the second half the Knights 
needed a miracle as they were 
down by four with just 45 min- 
utes left in the game. 

Coach Marote talked to his 
players during the half time to 
know they still in this game for a 
chance for a comeback and there 
is no quitting on this ball club. 
“TI told them to keep their heads 
up to keep working, start the half 
new like it was 0-0 game. Tried 
to come back and scored cou- 


nla mare if wea can unfartinota 


defending for a good amount of 
the game...” he said. 

Central Maine were looking 
to increase their lead attacking 
the zone but they didn’t capital- 
ize including one of the shots al- 
most went in on the 76 minutes 
in into the game. 

In the second half the referee 
was issuing yellow cards some- 
thing that we did not see at all in 
the first half. . 

On the 54 minutes of the 
game Rayane Elmakhlouk of 
Methuen had a yellow card. 10 
minutes later on the 64 min- 
utes it was Ibrahim Dubai of 
Lewiston, Maine, who had a 
yellow card and finally for the 
Knights it was Sam De Amorim 
of Methuen. 

Central Maine scored one 
more goal in the second half on 
the 80 minutes of the game. It 
was the second goal of the game 
of Romana Bassa of Lewiston, 
Maine. Both goals that he scored 


. . 
Auring tha rama wara whacciotad 


“We need to focus on col 
munication and just you kn 
defending first, I mean that’s t 
main thing, defend,attack. T 
important thing we can impro 
0, focused on defending...” sé 
NECC soccer player Fadi S: 
han of Methuen. 

He also said in the second h 
they were playing decent havi 
control of the ball most of t 
time. The Knights had a ft 
chances to score in the seco 
half but they didn’t have luck 
the ball didn’t pass through t 
goalkeeper. 

In the second half the Knig] 
had four shots on goal wh 
Central Maine only had 10 sh 
on goal. Both the Knights a 
Central Maine had two corr 
kicks. The Knights had fi 
saves while Central Maine or 
had two. Knights had five fc - 
and Central Maine only h 
four. 
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By Jose RODRIGUEZ 
Editor-in-Chief/ Sports Editor 

On Thursday, Sept. 8 NECC 
Knights Women’s Volleyball 
lost three sets to none against 
New Hampshire Technical 
Institute (NHTI) in Concord, 
NH. 

The Knights lost the first set 
25-10, the second set 25-19 
and the third set 25-12. 

They arrived 30 minutes 
early before game time and 
they were practicing and 
warming up before the game. 

The referees blew the whis- 
tle at 7:06 for the start of the 
game. 

The first set NHTI scored 
the first two points of the 
game. Tabitha McMinniman of 
Bradford scored the first point 
for the Knights. The Knights 
were down 8 to | and 12 to 1 
when head coach Mike Pelo- 
si decided to use his first two 
timeouts of the game. Their 
third point of the game came 
by their captain Kaithlene Pe- 


rez-Flores of Lowell. Once 
again McMinniman scored on 
that set and also their captain 
Perez-Flores. The Knights lost 
the first set 25 to 9. “I think the 
first set this is the first time we 
played as a team in a game, it 
was a good opponent. They 
are a solid team, a big crowd, 
wide open gym, noisy. I think 
they were nervous the caliber 


of play you saw today in the 


first it was nothing like you 
saw yesterday (during prac- 
tice) it took them a while to 
gather their nerve. Unfortu- 
nately emotions are infectious 
so two of them were nervous 
it brought us the other one I 
think it took them a while to 
get them into the groove,” 
Coach Pelosi said. 

During the second set the 
Knights were more focused 
and relaxed. After coach Pelo- 
si called a time out what ever 
he said to his players worked. 
the Knights were on a 10-3 run 
to pull a comeback and made 


it 17 to 17 but wasn’t enough 
as NHTI answered back on a 
8-2 run and the Knights lost 
the second set 25 to 19. The 
Knights were down two sets 
to none. 

“T think we started settle 
excited once you get in a run 
you get excited you gain mo- 
mentum you start working 
together better communicat- 
ing and then the other team 
kinda got scared because they 
didn’t expect you to do that so 
it kinda all goes together, as a 
team really excited,’ NECC 
Knights women’s volley- 
ball player Caroline Burns of 
Haverhill said. 

On the third set the Knights 
jumped over in front with 
scoring the first two points 
of the third set NHTI an- 
swer back having a 4-2 lead. 
The Knights tied the game at 
eight a piece then the Knight’s 
didn’t have nothing going as 
NHTI finished the third seat 
on a 17 to 4 run as the Knights 
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Knights begin their 2022 against NHTI in the road. 


lost 25 to 12 and lost on three 
straight sets. 

I asked coach Pelosi after 
the game what the girls have 
to work on and to improve for 
the next game. 

“T think serves see consis- 
tency is a big one, serves con- 
sistency this was our back up 
back up line up and I don’t say 
that as an excuse, we could’ve 
played better we (had) players 


playing in position that they 
normally wouldn’t be playing 
so I think working in a coor- 
dinative faction in_the court 
leading the center take control 
the second ball composure 
some of the chaotic plays I 
think serving and offensively 
I don’t think we were being 
very strategic so being more 
strategic where we place the 
ball,” he said. 


Johnathan Diaz scores two goals as Knights defeat Seawolves on Opening Day 


By Jose RODRIGUEZ 
Editor-in-Chief / Sports Editor 

On Wednesday, Sept. 7 the 
NECC Knights Men’s Soccer 
team opened the 2022 cam- 
paign by defeating Southern 
Maine Community College 3 
to 1 at Portland, Maine. 

Both teams were warming 
up before the game doing their 
normal pre-game routine. The 
referee called the captain of 
both teams for a toss up to see 
who would get the ball first. 

It was Southern Maine get- 
ting the ball. first by winning 
the coin toss from Northern 
Essex. 

The referee blew the whis- 
tle at 4:03 p.m. for the start of 
the game. 

The Knights 10 minutes 
in into the game did a quick 
change — it was Sem Millam- 
bo of Lawrence who came in 
for Zack Mahaba of Boxford. 

The Knights’ first foul came 
15 minutes into the game by 
Andrew Valdez of Lawrence. 

On the 26 minutes the 
Knights were awarded a pen- 
alty kick. It was Jonathan Diaz 
of Methuen who took the shot 
and scored the first point of 
the game to give the Knights 


a 1-0 lead. On the 31 minutes 
a foul was called on Jake Igoe 
of Haverhill. Southern Maine 
was awarded a free kick. 

Six minutes between his 
first goal Diaz did it again, his 
second goal of the game put 
the Knights 2-0. 

On the 41 minute the ref- 
eree pulled a yellow card to 
Gabe Moreira of Dracut. 

I had a chance to talk to 
head coach, Coach Eusebio 
Marote after the game and 
asked how important was hav- 
ing a 2-0 lead at the half. 

“It’s huge we’re going into 
the second half, you know be- 
ing in the good end of it ... 
gives you more confidence 
that you finished off the game 
on top,” he said. 

The Knights in the first half 
had nine shots on goal while 
Southern Maine had seven. 
The Knights also had three 
corner kicks while Southern 
Maine had none. Both teams 
committed three fouls while 
Knights goalkeeper had four 
saves in the first half and 
Southern Maine three. In the 
first half the Knights just had 
one yellow card while South- 
ern Maine none. 


On the 48 minutes of the 
game Sam De Amorim of 
Methuen cored the third goal 
of the game. All three goals 
for the Knights were unas- 
sisted, two from Diaz and one 
from De Amorim. 

On the 52 minutes Matheus 
Moreira of Dracut was is- 
sued with another yellow card 
which means he had two yel- 
low card which equals a red 
card. The Knights played the 
final 38 minutes with one man 
short. 

On the 68 minutes the 
Knights goalie Anhuar Ra- 
mos Garcia of Nashua, New 
Hampshire, was issued a yel- 
low card. 

Coach Morate was issued 


a yellow card for arguing the © 


call in the field during the 71 
minutes of the game. 

“I personally spoke one 
time about a foul on one of 
my players that I thought it 
was dangerous play, I think 
he didn’t see it, you know my 
players could get really seri- 
ously injured. I’m here for my 
players I had to talk about it 
because it got on scene over- 
looked, I think we deserve a 
penalty in that situation so it 
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Knights warming up before the game before they kicked 


off their 2022 campaign 
was a little miscommunication 


I guess with me and the ref. At” 


the end of the day it is what it 
is I believe it was my first one 
as a coach so it’s going to hap- 
pen one day,” he said. 

Southern Maine first yellow 
card of the game came in the 
74 minutes. It was David Wil- 
son of Merrimac. 

Emerson Murillo of Haver- 
hill had a yellow card in ihe 75 
minutes. 

On the 82 minutes Lasz- 
lo Dorogi of West Boylston 
scored the first goal for South- 
ern Maine, an assist of Eriksen 
Shea of Freeport, Maine. 

Southern Maine outscored 
the Knights in the second half 


on shots on goal 14 to3. 

“We were a man down like 
38 minutes left in the game,so 
being with a man down ob- 
viously a lot more tired to go 
forward, you got to defend a 
little harder. Teams are put- 
ting a little bit more pressure 
on you so at that point you fo- 
cusing on not allowing a goal 
keeping the lead three goal up 
so it’s a good cushion trying to 
defend out we finished it off,” 
Coach Marote said. 

The Knights had four saves 
in the second half while South- 
ern Maine one. Both teams 
had two corner kicks while the 
Knights had seven fouls and 
Southern Maine two. 


By Jose RODRIGUEZ 
| Editor-in-Chief/ Sports Editor 
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By Jose RODRIGUEZ 


Last season NECC Soccer 
had a rough year. They are 
looking to bounce back this 
upcoming season and hope- 
fully winning the ultimate 
goal which is winning a Re- 
gion 21 championship. 

They are working really 
hard over the summer to pre- 
pare for this upcoming season 
and looking for a different re- 
sult than last year and to turn 
the page. 

NECC soccer head coach is 
Coach Eusebio Morate, Mor- 
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| NECC Knights Women’s 
' Volleyball are practicing and 
working really hard for this 
upcoming season. Their sea- 
son is set to begin on Sept 8, 
against New Hampshire Tech 


Their head coach is Mike 


Coach Pelosi will be enter- 
ing his fourth season manag- 


Coach Pelosi and his coach- 
ing staff did a little work over 
the off-season to improve this 
volleyball team and hopefully 
when the season ends to reach 
the ultimate goal, which is 
winning the Region 21 cham- 


“...1 would say prepara- 
tion will be the big piece, I 
think we had some good tal- 
ented players last year but we 
just not spend a good quality 
| time on the court to get our 

self prepared for the game 
we practice but I thought we 
could’ve practice harder and 
longer and then definitely 
getting there getting warmed 
up properly and be ready for 
the beginning of the match so 
those are two big areas | think 
we have a group that is much 
_ more committed this year and 
_ willing to put in all the time 
_ necessary to get us to that high 


One thing that Coach Pe- 
losi learned from last season 
and wants to work on for t-his 
upcoming season he men- 
tioned more buy in. “I think 
one thing as I’m trying to 
make more collaborate pro- 
cess with the players is there 
is more buy in. So rather for 
example coming into practice 
being on time rather than just 


What to expect for this upcoming season for the Soccer Knights 


Editor-in-Chief / Sports Editor 


ish them if they don’t comply 
actually having them come to- 
gether and create their own set 
of rules so they can hold each 
other accountable,” he said. 

Coach Pelosi said before he 
recruits a player to be on the 
team he looks at their attitude 
and determines if a certain 
player will fit in or not on his 
team. 

“T look at attitude a lot I 
think assistant Coach Maris- 
sa [Reardon] and I are very 
good at teaching the sports, 
so attitude it’s a big piece so 
if we have a player show up 
consistently have a positive 
optimistic outlook making 
effort to get along with their 
teammates and a big one is ac- 
cept feedback, if they want to 
accept feedback and put in a 
good effort that’s critical. We 
also look for a lot of funda- 
mental skills and I would say 
basic athleticism it’s pretty 
important thing so we can get 
them we can progress them 
very quickly on their volley- 
ball skills if they already had 
good hand coordination and a 
good balance and also players 
that are willing to fill in a role 
it’s very helpful...” he said. 

Coach Pelosi and I talked 
about the team members that 
they lost last year either be- 
cause of academic issues or 
transferring to another col- 
lege/university. 

He mentioned to me 
When I first took over the 
position I set certain bench 
marks for myself.to measure 
my own success the first one 
that comes to mind is win re- 
cord but that’s not, the only 
one. Another one of my major 
bench mark is attention reten- 
tion rate. How many players 


“ 


ate told me some of the im- 
provements that they did for 
this upcoming season. 

“... What we did was we 
recruited hard we went to a 
lot of high school games local 
schools like Methuen, Haver- 
hill, Lowell, Winter tech and 
stuff like that,.” “We got some 
new recruits this year, I think 
we have nine new returners 
and about 10 to 11 recruits so 
this year we should have more 
depth in the bench that will 
help us, guys will get tired 
well have some good sub in 
the bench to keep the game 
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come back and it’s consistent- 
ly been lower than I hope. I 
was hoping for at least 50 per- 
cent or higher retention rate. 
We usually about 30 percent 
of a third of the players come 
back. Initially I interpreted 
that maybe I can do things a 
little bit better but I had con- 
versations with other vol- 
leyballs coaches from other 
community colleges and find 
that that number is fairly con- 
sistent so we do lose a lot of 
players. We have some play- 
ers transferring out that’s one 
thing, academics is always a 
challenge so we tried to pro- 
vide a lot of suggestion and 
support for players academi- 
cally to help them be success- 
ful academically...” he said. 

One of the returning ath- 
letes who is playing in her 
second year for the Knights 
Women’s Volleyball team is 
Ashley Dominguez of Law- 
rence. Dominguez last season 
for the Knights played in just 
10 matches. 

I asked her the adjustment 
that she and her teammates 
are doing to become a better 
volleyball player than what 
they already are. 

“T think that all of us had 
made pretty good adjustment 
we trying to make sure that 
we be consistent with serves, 
consistent with getting all 
those balls even if their out. 
I think we just making little 
tweaks that is going to help 
us in the long run hopefully,” 
Dominguez said. 

They still don’t quite have 
a lot of chemistry together but 
they are on the right path. “I 
think right know we’re getting 
our chemistry, we’re learning 
a lot from each other, we are 
learning how we played, we 


level high...” he said. I asked 
coach Morate which returner 
that was on the team last year 
that is in- the team this year 
that he is most impressed by? 

“It’s a hard one I believe 
all the guys that came back 
last year and worked hard this 
summer... a couple in particu- 
lar Zack [Mohaba] and Javier 
[Bushell], two guys that are 
leaders on the team they been 
running captain throughout 
the summer always commu- 
nicating with me and see how 
the guys are doing so | think 
they will be impactful players 
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are learning how we commu- 
nicate on and off the court 
in our own way to make our 
team successful,” she said. 

One difference that she 
noticed this season than last 
year is the team as a whole is 
bonding faster and she hopes 
that will transfer over in the 
court. 

One of the recruits for this 
upcoming season is Eliany 
DeJesus of Lowell. 

I asked her if she played 
women’s volleyball in high 
school and does she thinks 
the competition is going to be 
harder now in college? 

“Yes, I did play women’s 
volleyball at Lowell High 
School and I do think the 
competition is going to be 
a lot harder just because it is 
the collegiate level but I can’t 
wait for what the season has 
to bring for me and my girls,” 
she said. 

Is she nervous or excited 
for the season to start in a few 
days? 

“T am some-what in be- 
tween just because I have tak- 
en volleyball off for a year but 
I know that with practice ‘we 
will get it together and work 
great as a team,” she said. 

She also said to me one 
area that she got better in was 
serving and she has been more 
consistent with her toss. One 
area that she would like to 
work on more is passing the 
ball to her teammates. 

In order for her to stay on 
her school work and not be 
left behind in her courses she 
is going to use the support that 
Northern Essex has, which is 
academic coaching and aca- 
demic advising. 

She is currently majoring 
in Criminal Justice. 


for us this year,” he said. 

Samuel De Amorim of 
North Andover got recruit- 
ed by Coach Marote and his 
coaching staff. De Amorim 
got recruited during a soccer 
game that he played against 
Dracut he also had offer to 
play for Quincy University. 

“ I chose NECC [be]cause 
I like how coach talk to me 
I like how he came up to me 
and showed me everything 
here and that’s pretty much it” 
De Amorim said. 

Zak Mahaba of Boxford 
it’s know playing in his sec- 


Season preview for the 2022 NECC Knights Women’s Volleyball team 


_ sanding out of the player pun- 


Another recruit for this 
upcoming season that will be 
playing for the Women’s Vol- 
leyball team is Eliany’s twin 
sister Kiana DeJesus of Low- 
ell. 

“I feel high school and col- 
lege it’s a very different lev- 
el. I played at Greater Lowell 
Technical High School and ’ 
Kingsborough for about three 
years and took one year off 
and the way that we played 
high school it’s very different 
from collegiate volleyball but 
I also think high school does 
give you a little prep... but 
overall college volleyball it’s 
a little bit harder than high 
school volleyball,” she said. 

She is very excited for the 
season to begin this upcoming 
Thursday and to see different 
talent and bonding more with 
her teammates and be a better 
volleyball player than what 
she already is. 

Some of the improvement 
she has made is that she is bet- 
ter at is reading the ball and 
getting there faster she wants 
to improve on confidence, she 
said. She mentioned to me that 
she has “lack of confidence”. 

She had different offers 
to play in college for exam- 
ple Salem State and SNHU. 
She choose Northern Essex 
because her family lives in 
Haverhill and Lawrence. 

She is looking forward to 
creating memories with her 
teammates during the season. 
“Memories last a_ life-time 
and people could be here to- 
day gone tomorrow but I’m 
looking forward to the memo- 
ries, bus ride home, the laugh- 
ter, hanging out as a team,” 
she said. 

She currently majoring in 
Behavioral Science. 


ond year for the Knights “Me 
personally I just been non stop 
grinding during the off-season 
in the gym in the field...” he 
said. Also Mahaba said that 
he has faith on the team. 

I ask Mohaba how he is 
able to stay on track with his 
school work while playing 
soccer ? 

“For me personally I usu- 
ally have my classes in the 
mornings from the morning 
until practice I’m in the li- 
brary eating lunch and doing 
my school work until prac- 
tice” Mohaba said. 
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